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NOTES AND NEWS 

Letter from Professor Urban 
To the Editors of the Journal of Philosophy, Psychology, and Scien- 
tific Methods : 

Professor Sheldon's recent letter 1 deserves, in my opinion, earnest 
consideration. May I be permitted to say a word in favor of his proposal 
to simplify the statement of the Problem of Values, as presented for dis- 
cussion at the next meeting of the American Philosophical Association ? 
i This Journal, Vol. X., page 587. 
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And first I wish to speak of a practical matter touched upon in the 
letter. With Professor Sheldon I am inclined to think that the tendency 
toward over-organization that has shown itself recently in the proceedings 
of the Association is likely to hamper, rather than free, discussion. 
Doubtless there must be others who, like myself, have hoped to take part 
in the coming discussion, but have felt themselves embarrassed in seeking 
to express the results of their investigations in conformity with a scheme 
of thought foreign to their own method, and have found the results losing 
in naturalness and lucidity. It is even possible that there have been those 
in the past who have felt themselves excluded by the very definition of the 
problem. 

Tor the devotion and energy of the committee all of us have, I am sure, 
nothing but thanks, and I wish personally to acknowledge my own in- 
debtedness for many suggestions received from the formulation of the 
Problem of Values as they have stated it. I am also well aware that this 
formulation was meant to be mainly a point of departure for the discus- 
sion. At the same time, I can not help feeling that if we adhere too 
strictly to the programme, as at present formulated, the inevitable result 
will be to narrow the discussion in such a way that we shall finally end in 
going over the old ground of recent debates, and the distinctive problem of 
values itself, from the discussion of which some of us have looked for 
much light, will be relegated to the background. 

With Professor Sheldon's plea for a subordination, if not elimination, 
of the epistemological problem, I am therefore in full accord, and I am 
glad to confess myself one " of the increasing number of philosophers who 
feel that it is not of great importance whether reality is subjective or ob- 
jective, but that it is of surpassing interest to know what is the structure 
of reality." Precisely in this matter of " values " it seems to me there are 
but two ways of approach that are really significant and fruitful, and 
which may be expected to throw light upon this question of structure, i. e., 
the scientific or psychological and the ontological, as Professor Sheldon 
calls it. The first of these has already developed its own methods and tech- 
nique and may be said without serious risk of contradiction to have been 
fruitful in its own limited field. The second, in many respects more im- 
portant problem, has become increasingly prominent in recent discussion, 
but there is still a conspicuous lack either of clear definition or consistent 
method. The attempt to bring order into this confusion may well occupy 
the energies of one meeting of the Association. 

With this end in view Professor Sheldon has proposed to amend the 
programme in such a way as to bring out what seem to me to be the most 
important preliminary questions in this field. In order not to complicate 
the question further by presenting an analysis of my own, I prefer to sub- 
scribe myself in principle to his statement of the problem, and to express 
the hope that it will receive serious consideration. 

Wilbur M. Urban. 

Trinity College, 
Hartford, Conn. 



